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Structure your application using the headings listed below. Make an entry under every heading/subheading. To ensure comparability of all submitted applications, please prepare your application in English not exceeding 10 pages for the headings 1 to 6 (DIN A4, font size at least 11-point Arial, 10-point Arial for the synopsis and tables, and 9-point Arial for references, margins of at least 2 cm and single-spaced lines). The number of pages includes the reference section.

Please use abbreviations only moderately. A list of abbreviations (max. ½ page) is to be included in the appendix. Nevertheless, all abbreviations must be introduced at first use.

[bookmark: _Hlk105065458]Overall, several appendices are mandatory to be submitted (see section appendices). Do not submit any other documents / attachments.

Please note: Your uploaded PDF document has to comprise the application itself and all mandatory appendices (for further information on appendices, please refer to the respective section below).
INFORMATION GIVEN IN ITALICS SHOULD BE REMOVED IN THE FINAL DOCUMENT

Application – “Gender-Sensitive Cancer Research”
1. PROJECT SYNOPSIS
	TITLE 
	

	APPLICANT / COORDINATING INVESTIGATOR
	

	MAJOR PARTNERS
	

	FUNDING REQUESTED (if app. incl. PP)
	

	ACRONYM 
	

	OBJECTIVE(S)
	

	DURATION
	


2. LAY SUMMARY (0.5 PAGE)
[bookmark: _Hlk175690361]This section should provide a concise overview of the clinical problem, the sex- and gender-sensitive research gap, the central hypothesis, the interdisciplinary consortium, the translational strategy, and the expected scientific and societal impact of the project.
Applicants should clearly explain why sex and/or gender are biologically and clinically relevant to the selected cancer-related problem and why the proposed consortium is uniquely positioned to address this challenge.
The summary should be generally understandable, which means jargon-free designed for the general public, rather than experts.
3. RELEVANCE AND CURRENT STATE OF RESEARCH 
This section should describe the clinical relevance of the selected cancer entity or clinical problem, including current limitations in prevention, diagnosis, treatment, survivorship, or patient outcomes.
This section should also reflect the current state of research and explain why current approaches are insufficient and how the proposed project addresses a critical obstacle in the field. 
In addition, applicants should clearly describe the expected benefit for patients, for example through improved prevention strategies, more precise risk stratification, reduced treatment toxicity, improved quality of life, more equitable access to care, or more personalized therapeutic approaches.
Applicants should summarize existing evidence for sex- and gender-related differences and clearly identify the remaining unmet need or knowledge gap that currently limits progress in clinical oncology.
3.1 SCIENTIFIC OBJECTIVES, NOVELTY AND FUTURE IMPACT 
This section should encompass the central scientific hypothesis and define the main objectives of the project in a precise and testable manner.
Applicants should explain how sex and/or gender are expected to influence biological mechanisms, treatment response, toxicity, prevention behavior, or clinical outcomes.
The innovative aspects of the project should be highlighted clearly, including novel concepts, technologies, methodological approaches, or translational strategies.
3.2 PATIENT AND TARGET GROUP INVOLVEMENT 
Applicants should describe how patients, patient representatives, advocacy groups, or other relevant target populations will be involved in the conception, implementation, evaluation, and dissemination of the project.

The proposal should explain how patient perspectives and the needs of affected populations are integrated into the research strategy, particularly with regard to sex- and gender-sensitive aspects of cancer prevention, diagnosis, treatment, survivorship, or quality of life.

Applicants must describe:
· the planned role of patient representatives or advisory boards, 
· mechanisms for incorporating patient perspectives, 
· strategies to improve inclusiveness, diversity, and equitable participation, 
· approaches to patient-centered communication and dissemination, 
· measures to ensure that the project outcomes are relevant and accessible for the intended target groups. 

Where applicable, applicants should also describe how underrepresented populations or groups with reduced access to cancer prevention and care will be considered within the project.
The added value of patient and target group involvement for the scientific quality, translational relevance, and societal impact of the project should be outlined clearly.
3.3 CENTRAL RESEARCH OBJECTIVE - WORK PLAN 
This should be the central section of the proposal and should describe the integrated research strategy in a structured and comprehensible manner.
WP1 – 
WP2 – 
WP3 – 
WPx
Methodology and Statistical Considerations 

Applicants should provide a concise description of the statistical concepts, feasibility considerations, and data integration strategies.
3.4 ORGANIZATION AND STEERING OF THE NETWORK 
This section should present a realistic timeline for the 24-month funding period, including major milestones, deliverables, and decision points.

Applicants should briefly describe the governance structure, communication strategy, data management, and coordination mechanisms within the consortium.

4. SUPPORT FOR EARLY-CAREER RESEARCHES 
Applicants should describe how postdoctoral researchers, clinician scientists, or other early-career investigators will be integrated into the project.

Measures such as mentoring, interdisciplinary training, scientific networking, career development, and translational education should be outlined briefly.
5. EXPERTISE AND PROJECT PARTNERS 

	#
	Name
	Affiliation
	Responsibility/Role

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	



6. REFERENCES 
Only the most relevant and recent references should be included (please include up to ten references).

Applicants are encouraged to focus on:
•	key publications, 
•	landmark studies, 
•	relevant preliminary work, 
•	and major international references related to sex- and gender-sensitive oncology research.
7. FINANCIAL SUMMARY (SEPARATE PAGE)
Please list and briefly justify the costs expected for the total duration of the overall consortium.
Please consider the details on eligible items (see the section “Zuwendungsfähige Ausgaben” of the application guideline), especially with regard to the requested scope and the required explanations for each item. IMPORTANT: please make sure that the finances applied for here match the finances applied for in the form application of all project partners in the electronic application system easy-Online.

Duration: requested duration of funding (usually a maximum of 24 months): _____
	Item *
	Man Months (Full Time Equivalents)
	Description / Justification
	Amount requested (€)

	Personnel
	-
	
	

	Scientific
	
	
	

	Non-Scientific 
	
	
	

	Other
	
	
	

	Contracts*
	-
	
	

	Reimbursement for Participants
	
	
	

	Consumables
	
	
	

	Publication**
	
	
	

	Travel Expenses
	-
	
	

	Other Expenses
	
	
	

	TOTAL 
(without overhead / „Projektpauschale“)  
	
	
	



[bookmark: _Hlk175815897]Please note: Standard equipment available at the institution cannot be funded. 
* In cases where subcontracts are foreseen, applicants should assess on a case-by-case basis whether value added tax must be considered and include this in their calculations. The addition of value added tax after the evaluation of the proposal is impossible. Thus, it is advisable to carefully plan subcontracts and requested funds for those in this proposal. Further, applicants should detail why a subcontract is necessary and tasks cannot be fulfilled by the applicant himself. 
** According to BMFTR guidelines, where possible, open access publication should be used.



APPENDICES
APPENDIX 1: LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS (MANDATORY)

APPENDIX 2: COLLABORATION (OPTIONAL)

Provide a letter of support of the patient representative(s), patients’ self-help group(s), patient advocacy group(s) and / or other relevant target groups involved in the consortium. The letter of support should clearly indicate which kind of support / collaboration is intended. This letter should best be written in English. Do not provide letters of support from other scientific partners.
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