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IUCN‘s One Plan Approach -

Zoo conservation initiative for Vietnam 

Prof. Dr. Thomas Ziegler
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One Plan Approach to Conservation
by IUCN‘s CPSG

Optimal, contemporary species conservation combines:

- In situ conservation

- Ex situ conservation

- Various expertises
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Vietnamese crocodile newt
(Tylototriton vietnamensis)

Recently discovered, microendemic, threatened

© A. Rauhaus
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Vietnamese crocodile newt
Threat analyses led to official protection
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Vietnamese crocodile newt
Conservation breeding
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Vietnamese crocodile newt
More than 350 bred individuals

© A. Rauhaus© A. Rauhaus
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Vietnamese crocodile newt
Repatriation from Cologne to Vietnam

© IEBR
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Species discoveries
You can only protect what is known

© R.W. Van Devender© T. T. Nguyen

© T. T. Nguyen



9

Conservation priorities
Micro-endemism / protected area coverage
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„The time is now!“
Filling the gaps in conservation
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„The time is now!“
Demand for conservation related research
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Spotted softshell turtle
(Pelodiscus variegatus)
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Spotted softshell turtle 
Rediscovery, habitat protection, restocking

© C. T. Pham
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Vietnamese pond turtle
(Mauremys annamensis)

© H. Hoang

© VnExpress

- Together with ATP, Prof. Dr. Minh Le

- Genetic screening of confiscations

- Habitat suitability

- Protected area creation

- Restocking
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Four-eyed turtle
(Sacalia quadriocellata)
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Four-eyed turtle
(Sacalia quadriocellata)



17

Vietnamese crocodile lizard

(Shinisaurus crocodilurus vietnamensis)

Conservation based research
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Vietnamese crocodile lizard
Conservation breeding / release
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Tiger geckos
(Goniurosaurus sp.)

- Discovery

- Threat analysis

- Official status

- Conservation breeding

- International cooperation / network

- Reserve creation

Goniurosaurus catbaensis

G. huuliensis
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Media response
One Plan Approach / The conservation zoo
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EAZA Campaign 2024-25
Vietnamazing


